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COVENHAM WATER SKI CLUB and 

COVENHAM SAILING CLUB

JOINT SAFETY RULES

The Committees of the Ski Club, Sailing Club or CWSA are empowered to alter the Safety Rules at any time and issue notices to this effect.

Safety Rules at the present time are as follows, and relate to water-skiing, sailing, canoeing and windsurfing at Covenham Reservoir.

1) All water time during the week, Monday to Friday, dawn to 4.00 pm is allocated on a shared basis between sail and ski clubs both using the water at the same time.  Safe working practices have been agreed between CWSA Safety Officer and Club Chairpersons/Commodore.   This system was ratified, at the AGM’s of the Ski Club, Sailing Club and CWSA. Evenings to remain individual Club times.

2) All traffic (Vehicles with or without boats and boat trailers) to move slowly around car park in clockwise direction.  Speed restrictions are displayed.

3) All traffic to keep area in front of building clear and one vehicle only in the box to prepare for reversing down the slipway or on leaving slipway after retrieving a craft from the water.

4) Vehicles to ensure disabled parking spaces and access is kept clear at all times.

5) Vehicles preparing to use the slipway for recovery/launching boats on the water must have a designated person to act as “eyes”   All other persons must be warned before manoeuvre and remain off the slipway until accomplished.   

6) No reversing at any time to be done without a second person outside the vehicle to assist in any part of the site.

7) No vehicle to enter area immediately in front of gates until operation in action on slipway completed by previous person.

8) Small Craft launching (dinghies)  – not connected to vehicles : Minimum of two people to move any boats around and launch.

9) Launching trolleys to be removed from the slipway and stored in a tidy manner in the dinghy park or in the space adjacent to the garages. No trolleys to be left on the slipway.

10) Single handed sail boats to be rigged, head to wind clear of any person, car or the building.  Area in front of building to be kept clear.

11) There should be no more than two dinghies on the slipway at any one time (one being put onto / off trolley at waters edge, one moving up / down the slipway .

12) Dinghies shall be launched, rigged and moved to the appropriate jetty as soon as safe and practicable. It is to be encouraged that help is offered to the crew of   single handed dinghies to ensure the launch / retrieval is safe and efficient  (additional person to retrieve trolley whilst another moves boat along the jetty to rig and move off to mooring point/jetty)

13) Small Safety Boats being launched/retrieved by manual means:

No safety boats to be retrieved/launched with less than 3 adults in the case of the small safety boats. No person shall be positioned level or behind the wheels at any time.  Wherever possible a vehicle with brakes, shall be used to launch large Safety boats.

14) All boats and trailers must be clean from oil and grease before launching

15) Slipway jetty to be Operational Area Only. Powered boats and non-powered boats to be kept on separate sides of the jetties.

16) All boats to move to designated jetties as soon as possible powered boats to move at slow tick-over speed.

17) Skiers to start/land at designated start/landing jetty. (except during sole ski club time when jetties re-designated (also see rule 55).

18) Training to be delivered at jetties away from operational area, in the agreed designated area clearly marked by line of red buoys permanently fixed. 

19) A board showing these areas is to be positioned on Clubhouse wall.

20) These designated separate areas are to be maintained when both clubs sharing the water. No sailor or windsurfer to intentionally sail into the skiers area under any circumstances : Skiers to pass through sailing area at tick-over

speed in all cases, no exceptions.

21) Sole Club time will allow use of whole reservoir.

22) All members must wear adequate buoyancy aids or life jackets on the 

Jetties and on the water as wet suits are insufficient with exception of experienced windsurfers.  Inexperienced windsurfers, trainee windsurfers, and young people windsurfing should wear a suitable buoyancy aid.

      23)
      Users of all powered boats to have a minimum level of competency.

monitored and proven.

24)
All visitors/guests to prove ability before allowed to use powered craft during joint time (or have qualified driver in the boat) 

      25)
      Ski Boats to carry an observer whenever possible.

26)        Kill cords to be fitted and used by all powered boats. Ski boats should be fitted with a

             device to automatically stop the engine if the helmsman leaves the steering position.


      (United Nations Resolution No. 41) Ski Club Committee approved 9.2.04.
27)        No Activity to take place beyond the restricted area i.e. in the Bird Sanctuary.

28) All powered boats to keep away from the tower area.

29) Hazard: sailors experiencing difficulties may drift into the Ski area.  Ski-ing activity will           cease until the sailor and equipment are recovered and removed from the area either by safety boat or the crew.

30) High Performance sailing craft owners/Windsurfers have to make decision on whether    use is appropriate to a smaller area of water on joint days. During training, in high wind conditions windsurfers/High Performance craft may be restricted in number. Wind direction shall be a factor and safety officer of the day will have the final say.

31) Canoe activity to be carried out in designated area clearly marked with boom and  anchored markers with clearly visible flags.  Canoeist to remain in specified areas unless returning to slipway for leaving water. No canoe training allowed when powered craft in operational area.

32) The Ski Club committee have the right to restrict the number of boats on the water at any one time. This right will only be used in the interest of safety.  During joint water time usage agreed maximum of 3 ski boats on the water using the circuit at any one time.

33) Skiing must take place in an anti clockwise direction : exception when using the Slalom Course (by prior agreement with all other water ski boats drivers).

34) Sail Safety Boats (designated) to carry a horn / or flare (to be agreed) to attract everybody’s attention to stop activities during joint time.

35) Each joint activity session will have an officer to monitor ALL activities who will have the power to stop all activities in the interest of safety.

36) All Members have a duty to advise of any obstructions or dangers to other members.

37) Windsurfers must operate buddy system without exception. No sole windsurfer to use the water unless a manned safety boat is on the water and is prepared to cover them during the activities.

38) During windsurfing the safety boat must be out of the garage and at the top of the slipway.

39) Observer of ski boat requested to keep a lookout for stray windsurfers who may have become separated from thier windsurf boards.

40) Windsurfers to mount their boards when resting, more observable to other water users. The recognised “cross arm wave” should be used if rescue assistance is required.

41) All dinghy sailors to be informed that the rules of the road include windsurfers, even when racing.

42) Unmanned Sail boats should be anchored, or fixed to a buoy securely to ensure the boats cannot drift into the ski area. Ski boats in operation to be notified of the situation- should it be necessary to remove sailors from their craft.

43) Specific times: Sailability activities Saturdays 10am  – 4pm no other boats powered or sail can approach the main jetty at the bottom of the slipway when a member of the disabled activity is being transferred to/from a boat, or leaving/ mounting the jetty. 

44) Disabled participants to be accompanied by a “buddy” on and off the water

45) Disabled craft to be clearly identified and no craft will approach closer than 3 boat lengths without the express permission of the “buddy”.

46) Disabled craft to remain a further distance away from the designated buffer zone.

47) Regarding Sail Training : the Sail Course Leader to set areas  within sailing area.

48) Trained staff to be used to deliver all training courses

49) Well maintained equipment and appropriate craft to be used by trainees.

50) Radios to be used in all training activities

51) Radios to be made available for inter group communication during joint time.

52) During sailing training RYA & BCU training ratios will not be exceeded and if weather and other conditions require  greater cover it shall be set by the SI and DI involved- safety is paramount- Trainee to  DI = 6:1 Canoe trainees to CI 8:1  One Safety boat to 6 training craft

53) Safety boats will be handled by persons carrying a min of RYA Powerboat 2 certificate or equivalent during training.

54) Ski training : area to be kept separate from recreational skiing.

55) Ski-Boats and skiers will use the right hand jetty for take off and the left hand jetty for landing. No parking on the take off side of the right hand jetty.  The take off side of the jetty to be used solely for take off.   Parking must be on other side of the take off jetty and other jetties, (except in circumstances where no other parking space is available)

Except in circumstances where jetties are designated otherwise.

56) Ski-Boats already using the circuit will be given right of way.

57) Re-fuelling must not be carried out whilst on the water.

58) Observers will warn other boats of skiers and obstructions in the water by raising an arm aloft.

59) Ski-Lines to be coiled up as soon as possible, and not tossed loosely astern.

60) Drivers of ski boats must sit in seats at all times.

61) No boat allowed to follow skiers closer than 30 yards a considered safe distance.

62)  Skiers dropping one ski are instructed to cast the ski in an area least likely to cause obstruction to other boats., specifically not in an area where the ski may drift into the sailors area.  It is recommended that the “cast off” ski is weighted at the heel, painted in red fluorescent paint and has buoyant material on the toe, so that the ski will protrude from the water by at least 15 inches.

63) Ski Boat speed around the jetties must be kept at No Wake. Tick-over only.

64) Ski Boats must stay in the ski lanes at all times with the exception of towing inflatables when recommended to use the middle section.

65) When towing inflatables all members must ensure that their individual insurance policies do not preclude use of such equipment, or extend to specifically include such use.

66) The British Water Ski Federation recommends the wearing of head protection when using inflatables.

67) Participants allowed to become water acclimatised but children should not be left unattended/unaccompanied at any time. 

68) ALL MEMBERS, SKI SAIL AND DIVE,  must ensure they have signed in before commencement of activities. CWSA Signing in book in foyer.

69) ALL MEMBERS must ensure they have signed their guests name and address into the visitor’s book.

70)  If ski members guests ski more than 6 times they must become an associate member and belong to the British Water Ski Federation.

71) Any person up to the age of 21 can be classed as a family ski member, after that they must become a boat owning or associate member.  Family members using the ski boat must do so with the boat owning member/spouse present.

72) Family members under 14 years of age are not authorised to drive a ski boat.  Family members under 16 years of age may only drive a ski boat with competent adult qualified supervision in the boat.  Family members (and boat-owning members) under 18 and wishing to drive a ski boat unsupervised must hold the Ski Boat Drivers Award /International Certificate of Competence (SBDA/ICC) accreditation.

73) Personal Watercraft/Jet Bikes precluded from use on the Reservoir.

74) Unleaded petrol only to be used.  No other petrol grade allowed.

75) On leaving the Reservoir site, the ramp gates to be securely locked to prevent unauthorised use.

76) Windsurfers intending to use the water and use the southern grassed area should access through the boatyard, taking extreme care of boat and people movements

With the above exception, no other vehicles are permitted in the boatyard.
77) Ski boat usage : A drop off buoy (different colour) is to be used for landing during joint water time as “at the jetty”  landing deemed unsafe and a hazard during joint time.

ALL MEMBERS SHOULD BE INFORMED AND INSTRUCTED OF THE CONSEQUENCES OF NON COMPLIANCE WITH ABOVE RULES.


COVENHAM WATER SPORTS ASSOCIATION, COVENHAM SKI CLUB AND COVENHAM SAILING CLUB CANNOT ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR PERSONAL INJURY OR DAMAGE TO PROPERTY ARISING OUT OF ANY ACCIDENTS OCCURRING WHILST CARRYING OUT THE ACTIVITIES AS A MEMBER OF THAT CLUB.









(Amended  3.3.04 YK)
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